Journal of the Royal Society ofMedicine Volume 71 September 1978 compiled as a result of an international meeting held in Germany at which the clinical and experimental aspects of cardiomyopathy were discussed.
The first section is on the experimental cardiomyopathies, but the major part of the book is related to new developments. A section on pathology summarizes the results of both light and electron microscopy studies in determining the prognosis for congestive cardiomyopathy. The invasive and noninvasive complementary diagnostic procedures are also covered and the last section deals with the medical and surgical aspects of the treatment of hypertrophic cardiomyopathy.
This book, which is well produced and illustrated, will appeal particularly to cardiologists with a special interest in heart muscle disease. It will also be of great interest to investigative cardiologists and to general physicians with an interest in cardiac disease. This volume contains a well-planned and comprehensive account of many aspects of the surgical treatment of coronary heart disease. The Veterans Administration co-operative study presents its results, which include the important conclusion that the only patients in whom prognosis is improved by surgery are those with disease of the left main artery. Two cardiologists, J D Bristow and D G Julian, each critically discuss the left main problem and conclude that patients with mild symptoms need not be studied by coronary arteriography just to see if a left main lesion is present. Most other aspects of coronary surgery are dealt with in a similarly clear, complete and critical way. This is an interesting book for general physicians as well as cardiologists. It is a pity that the publisher did not print a list of the contents of the preceding five volumes in this series for that would have been helpful. The pharmacogenetic disorder called malignant hyperpyrexia or malignant hyperthermia (MH) is by now well known to anaesthetists if not to the medical profession as a whole. It is characterized by the development, during anaesthesia, of a rapidly rising temperature, often ushered in by muscular rigidity, with a mortality still in the region of 60%. Certain muscle relaxants and many inhalational anaesthetics are capable of triggering off the disorder in a susceptible individual. Now known to be genetically determined and dominantly inherited, affected families are unaware of their condition until the first case occurs. Formerly thought to be rare, new cases are being added to the literature at the rate of 70 per year, and it is certain that many others are unrecorded.
This slim volume is an updated report of a symposium held in Wausau, Wisconsin in September 1974 and gives a fascinating account of the development of interest in MH in that town, whose population is only 35 000 but where MH is endemic. Research into MH in man and in the animal model, the stress susceptible pig, is described, and the investigation of MH susceptibility within affected families is covered, but the main value of the work lies in its discussion of the management of the MH episode. Treatment is difficult and controversial, and may involve the correction of acidosis, hyperkalaemia, consumption coagulopathy and myoglobinaemia in addition to control of the fever. The use of dantrolene, a new muscle membrane stabilizer, is mentioned. If there are any anaesthetists who have not yet formulated in advance a detailed plan of action should they encounter MH, they will undoubtedly find this book a useful guide. This book is the result of an international symposium held in Basel in October 1976. It covers many aspects of the structure and function of hepatocyte membranes and considers the alterations found in experimental and naturally occurring disorders. The topics are diverse: they include membrane differentiation, diversity, and membrane flow; protein synthesis, glycosylation and surface enzymes; contractile protein systems, microtubules and endo-and exocytosis; lipoprotein synthesis and degradation, and the changes associated with cholestasis. The book is well produced; it has excellent illustrations and is a pleasure to read. Those interested in basic aspects of hepatic pathophysiology should browse through it; they will almost certainly find something to interest them.
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